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Tue Hunting Memoriat Funp. 


Last week we reported the inauguration of this 
fund, and a subscription list which, though no 
public appeal has yet been made, fell little short of 
£40. To-day we publish a second subscription 
list, and it is possible to add some further informa- 
tion. 

At last week’s meeting, it was decided to erect a 
monument upon Mr. Hunting’s grave, and to pur- 
chase additional ground for that purpose. This 
purchase has been completed, and the monument 
will be proceeded with ; but this will only require 
a comparatively small portion of the sum it is 
hoped will be raised. The major part will be de- 
voted to some veterinary object which will help to 
preserve the name of William Hunting to future 
generations of our members—such as the annual 
lectureship or prize competition which have already 
been suggested, but the decision will not be made 
hastily. It cannot well be made until the eee 
mate amount of money which will be available is 
known; and it will not be made before the pro- 
fession has had ample opportunities of considering 
the matter. 

The fund will probably remain open till towards 
the end of next year; and in the meantime all 
suggestions regarding its application will receive 
full consideration. 

The large Committee which will make the final 
decision is so thoroughly representative of all 
sections of the profession that its choice must surely 
be a suitable one. It is probable that the money 
will be transferred in trust to the R.C.V.S., for, 
whatever form the memorial may take, that body 
will probably be the fittest to administer it. 

We wish well to the fund. William Hunting’s 
life and work are still fresh in all our minds; and 
the profession for which he did so much will 
welcome this opportunity of perpetuating his 
memory. 

D1aGNosis AND CONFIRMATION. 


Mr. T. A. Douglas recently pointed out that the 
Tuberculosis Order “affords a finer training in 
diagnosis than anything that has previously fallen 
to our lot.” He said “You have an animal to 
examine, and within a few days you have an oppor- 
tunity of examining the lesions you have located 
when the animal was alive.” This is quite correct ; 
and a veterinary inspector working carefully and 
keeping notes might succeed in advancing our 
knowledge of the clinical diagnosis of tuberculosis. 
We note the point as a suggestion to clinicians. It 
is one of those chances of carrying cn research 
in daily practice that are more common in our work 
than some men realise. 


YEW POISONING. 
W. R. Davis, m.r.c.v.s., Enfield. 


Most of the cases of poisoning by yew that I 
remember to have seen recorded are described as 
having run a rapidly fatal course. Six years ago I 
myself saw a horse die a few hours after eating yew 
twigs, it in fact died in the road very soon after 
being taken out of harness. Every animal poisoned 
by yew, however, does not succumb quickly. 

Recently I had a telephone message at night 
requesting my attendance next day to advise about 
a Jersey cow that was reported as not seeming well. 
As I did not deem the case urgent, I put off the 
call until the afternoon. At mid-day I had an 
urgent call to come at once, and on arrival found the 
cow dead. 

I was informed that up to the previous morning 
the cow was alright, when she appeared to be dull 
refused food, ceased to ruminate, and gave much less 
milk than usual, and had slight diarrhoea. She re- 
mained in this condition all that day and up to 
nearly mid-day of the day she died. The cow was 
then found going round the box, staggering, hold- 
ing the head low, shaking the head, and pushing 
with it against the walls. There was some saliva- 
tion and grinding of the teeth. After the onset of 
these symptoms, the cow lived about a couple of 
hours. I suspected some acrid narcotic poison, but 
was informed that there were no poisonous plants 
in the field where she had been at pasture, and par- 
ticularly that there was no yew. 

I made a post-mortem, and as a result of it was 
convinced that I had to do with vegetable poison- 
ing. A careful examination of the field and the 
hedges was made, and in the shrubbery next the 
field some yews were found, and a break in the 
fence showed where the cow had got to one of 
them. Iam glad that I did not attend on the 
previous evening or on the morning of the cow’s 
death. I hardly know how I should have diag- 
nosed the case then. 

There are two poisonous principles in yew toxin, 
an alkaloid with a powerful narcotic action and a 
formic acid-like principle, which produces intense 
irritation of the digestive mucous membrane. In 
the case recorded here it looks as though the brain 
disturbance from which the cow evidently died was 
delayed until absorption of the toxin was more 
or less complete, and it was in sufficient quantity 
in the blood to affect the nerve centres, 


> 
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EXTENSIVE RUPTURE OF THE STOMACH 
IN A FOAL. 
D. C. GREENE, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subject was a cart foal between six and 
seven months old, which had been running out at 
grass until two days before the illness, when she 
was brought in owing to bad weather. 

The animal was first noticed to be dull and off 
her feed on the morning of the 12th inst., and the 
owner, suspecting a chill, sent for me early in the 
afternoon. 

The symptoms then presented were :—The animal 
stood with her head hanging down and was dis- 
inclined to move, the temperature was 101-7 F., and 
the pulse did not seem to denote anything very 
serious; the respirations seemed normal, except 
that they were very shallow ; there was no pain, no 
sweating, nor any sign of ingesta coming from the 
nostrils, neither was there any sign of vomition. 

The treatment consisted in the administration of 
sp. etheris nit., with quinine and some linseed oil. 

The owner noticed the animal sweating slightly, 
and occasionally looking round to her sides during 
the course of the evening, and about three o'clock 
in the morning she died suddenly. 

Post-mortem at 10 am. On cutting into the 
abdomen a quantity of gas escaped from the peri- 
toneal cavity, and on the incision being enlarged, a 
large quantity of ingesta was seen covering the 
bowels. This was removed, the amount being 
estimated at four gallons. The stomach was found 
to be ruptured along its greater curvature to the 
extent oF quite fourteen inches, and was almost 
empty. 

he case seems worthy of recording owing to the 
obscure cause, the absence of any symptoms which 
would lead one to suspect stomach trouble, the 
extensive rupture, and the enormous amount of 
ingesta found in the peritoneal cavity. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue Earty Staces or Bovine MAMMARY 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Zoest and Kracht-Palejeff published last year 
Zeitschr. f. Infectionskr. w.s.w.d. Haustiere). They 
arried out researches upon the udders of sixteen 
cows, all of which animals were affected by general 
tuberculosis. None of the udders showed any 
abnormality to the naked eye ; but inoculation into 
guinea-pigs proved the presence of tubercle bacilli 
in the supra-mammary glands in eight cases— 

equalling 50 per cent. of the whole. In four of 
these eight cases—that is, in 25 per cent. of the 
whole — histological examination demonstrated 
tuberculous lesions in the halves of the udders 
appertaining to the supra-mammary glands contain- 
ing bacilli. From these results the authors draw 
the highly important conclusion that in general 


tuberculosis of cattle an udder tuberculosis is far 
more frequent than has hitherto been supposed. 

After a histological study, the authors divide this 
early and purely microscopic tuberculosis of the 
udder into two forms, viz., a disseminated sub- 
miliary tuberculosis of the inter-alveolar tissue, and 
a more diffuse tuberculosis of the excretory ducts. 
In both forms the process begins, not in the epi- 
thelium of the cavities of the gland, but in the con- 
nective tissue, and probably in connection with 
capillaries. In both forms, also, the epithelium of 
the alveoli and excretory ducts is quickly lost at the 
places adjacent to the tuberculous centres, so that 
the latter break out into the excretory system. In 
other words, bovine mammary tuberculosis is a 
disease with open lesions almost from the begin- 
ning of its course ; and these lesions may be open 
before any clinical symptoms appear to cause 
suspicion of tuberculosis.—(Berliner Tier. 
Woch.) 


[If these views are well-founded, they are obvi- 
ously of great importance in the working of our 
Tuberculosis Order.—Transl. | 


Tue TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 


Prof. Schmidt, in a report of the work of the 
Veterinary High School of Dresden, for the year 
1912, compares the results of nine cases of tetanus 
in the horse. Two were treated with morphia and 
chloral hydrate alone, and the other seven with 
tetanus anti-toxin. The two first-named horses 
were both slaughtered as incurable, one atter 12 
hours and the other after 3} days of treatment. Of 
the other seven, one was slaughtered, two died, and 
four recovered. 

The antitoxin was given intravenously, and in 
large doses. Five horses received 1000 units each, 
one 900, and one 500. The one treated with 500 
units died, and the one treated with 900 units 
recovered. Of those treated with 1000 units, 
one died and a second had to be slaughtered, while 
the others recovered. The periods taken for re- 
covery in the four successful cases were respectively 
16, 23, 28, and 33 days. 

In Schmidt's view, these results point to the 
following conclusions. Even when large doses of 
antitoxin are employed in the treatment of tetanus, 
they have no especially favourable influence upon 
the percentage of mortality. But when recovery 
does take place under large does of antitoxin, the 
duration of the illness is sensibly shortened. Under 
other methods of treatment a period of from six to 
eight weeks may be expected before the tonic 
spasms disap In these four cases they dis- 
appeared in from 16 to 33 days; and the average 
period required for recovery was exactly 25 days.— 
Miinchener Tier. Woch. 


EctampsiA IN A Mare. 


L. Hub, a district veterinary surgeon of Buchloe, 
records the following case. He was called to a 
mare which was due to foal in eight or ten days, 
and which had been for an hour in the most violent 
convulsions. Before Hub arrived the mare was 
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brought out of the stable on account of the danger to 
other horses which her struggles occasioned; and he 
found her lying upon straw in the meadow. By 
this time the convulsions had almost ceased, and 
only now and then the mare showed spasmodic 
movements of the hind limbs. 

A most careful examination revealed nothing 
abnormal beyond a moderate acceleration of the 

ulse and respirations. During the whole exam- 
ination the mare lay apathetically upon the ground 
as if unconscious, and only when the vagina was 
explored did she show some convulsive movements 
of the hind limbs. Hub now attempted to get her 
up, but failed completely. When raised she col- 
lapsed helplessly to the ground again, and lay there 
with closed eyes almost unconscious. 

Although Hub had no great apprehension that 
premature parturition was imminent, yet it now 
set in, and a living foal was quickly delivered. The 
after-birth came away naturally a quarter of an 
hour later. Cold douches were then applied to the 
head, and half an hour after parturition the mare 
raised her head of her own accord, and managed to 
assume a sitting position. After another half-hour, 
by the aid of four men, she was brought to her feet 
and supported back into the stable. Slings were 
improvised, but these soon become unnecessary, 
as she was speedily able to stand well. 

At first, recovery was — The next day the 
mare appeared perfectly well and lively, and on the 
fourth day she was put to light work. Eight days 
later Hub received the tidings that she was again 
showing a similar convulsive attack. On his arrival 
he found her lying in the stall completely covered 
with sweat, grinding her teeth, and rolling her eyes. 
As quickly as possible he resorted to cold applica- 
tions and an injection of morphia, but half-an-hour 
after his arrival the mare died in convulsions. The 
post-mortem examination yielded completely nega- 
tive results—Miinchener Tier. Woch. wae 


Tue Stupy or Loose ComMBINATIONS OF OXYGEN 
Some ConourED BacreriIA AND F onal, K. 
Surpata (Jahrb. Wiss. Bot. (Pringsheim, 51 
(1912), No. 2, pp. 179-235). 


As a result of the author’s investigations, carried 
out with bacteria and other lower forms, the num- 
ber of bacteria known to bind oxygen loosely was 
considerably extended. The same capability was 
found in cases of yeast and of Monascus pur- 
pureous. The stored oxygen begins to be gradually 
given off as soon as the pressure of the surround- 
ing oxygen sinks to zero, and this separation con- 
tinues for a considerable time in an atmosphere 
such as that of hydrogen, carbon dioxide nitrous 
oxide or other indifferent gas, as is easily demon- 
strable by use of wro-kinetic index bacteria. Pure 
or dilute carbon monoxide displaces the stored 
oxygen in the bactera in question. The process is 
reserved on a sufficient increase of oxygen pressure. 
The same relation with oxygen is exhibited by 
some other gases. 


The capability of coloured bacteria to store 
oxygen is retained for some time after the bacteria 
are killed by moderate heat or by narcotization 
with ether or chloroform gas. It is not possessed 
at all, however, by the colourless varieties. The 
loose combinations of oxygen are modified in char- 
acteristic ways by certain oxidizing and reducing 
agents and by cyanogen. 

Parts of various higher plants, containing such 
colouring matters as carotin or zanthophyll, have 
been investigated for evidences of such loose oxygen 
combination, but as yet without positive results. 
It was found that the bacteria studied were obli- 
gate-zrobic, but able to thrive under very slight 
oxygen pressure. The various bacteria and fungi 
cultivated in air containing dilute carbon monoxide 
showed limitation of growth in characteristic ways. 
This is thought to be attributable to the direct 
poisonous influence of the carbon monoxide until 
avery low oxygen tension is reached, when dis- 
turbances of respiration set up other marked in- 
jurious effects. 

It is claimed that the oxygen-binding agents are 
the lipochrome colouring matters. In case of 
Monascus this process was aasociated with a colour- 
change which was studied spectroscopically. 

By this method of gas analysis, the separation 
of loosely combined oxygen was found to be, in 
general, les than the corresponding change in case 
of hemoglobin to which it is said to be analogous. 
These bacteria are said to function as storers, but not 
as carriers of oxygen. 

The biological significance of this storing of 
oxygen is claimed to be that in case of a temporary 
exclusion of oxygen, these bacteria can live for a 
time upon the supply given off from their own 
colouring matters. ese, in this sense, are regula- 
tors of oxygen pressure, in a degree removing the 
erobic bacteria from the danger of quick oxygen 
starvation. 


Some Dara on THE INHERITANCE oF Horns IN 
Sueep.—T. R. (New Hampshire Sta. 
Bul., 160, pp. 3—35, tables 7, figs. 43). 


This contains a review of evidence of other inves- 
tigators on this topic and a continuation of — 
mental work, previously noted (E. 8. R., 25, p. 373). 

In studying inheritance in horns the common 
measure adopted in comparing size was the ratio 
of circumference to length. Horns measured every 
month from birth showed that they reached 
maturity at about 18 monthsof age. Tables are 
given which summarise the various matings that 
are made, ‘their hypothetical somatic and gametic 
composition as to horns and other data. 

“ At three months of age the rams possessed on an 
average a ratio (length divided by circumference) 
of in round figures 2, the ewes 1°6; at six months 
the rams 2°6, and the ewes 2; at one year the 
rams 3:25, the ewes 2:5; and at 18 months the 
rams 3-4, and the ewes 2°7._ The average ratio of a 
matured horn, according to our measurements of 
48 Dorset horn rams and ewes, was for the ram 
3-44 and for the ewe 2°72. Where reciprocal 
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crosses were made of long horned sheep (Dorset 
horn) with a hornless sheep (Down), the females 
were invariably polled and the males always 

some indications of horn growth, varying 
all the way from minute scars to a medium-sized 
horn. The longest horn from such a cross had a 
ratio of 2:86, and the shortest consisted of a scur 
with a ratio of 0°32.... Matings between hornless 
sheep invariably produce hornless females, and 
males that are either hornless or possess inter- 
mediate (simplex) horns. The hornless females 
may be pure or simplex, which selective breeding 
alone will show, unless their lineage for several 
generations is known. The hornless males cannot 
reproduce a horn.... The knob condition which 
seemed to be present only in Merino sheep was 
found to exist in some cases, without producing a 
seur or horn, through successive generations. It 
is thought that the knob represents the duplex 
condition of the Merino horn, as records show that 
when crosses with other breeds were made the knob 
disappeared, the F1 female offspring possessing 
either an entire absence or a long horn, according 
to the nature of the mating. When a ewe bearing 
the knob character was crossed with a long horn 
ram other than a Merino, the offspring of both 
ram and ewe possessed a long horn. The length 
of the horn of the F1 offspring though the ratio of 
length to circumference was somewhat less than 
that of the long horns of the Dorsets, clearly entitles 
the inclusion in the long horn class. 

This patently proves that the Merino bearing a 
knob must possess two horn determiners in her 
plasm ; otherwise we should have some horn- 
ess females, and males with simplex horns. It 
further proves that the potent horn determiner of 
the Dorset is not offset by the weakness of the 
Merinos, determiner, but rather strengthens it, for 
the two together are capable of producing a heavy 
horn almost as large as the pure Dorset horn. The 
offspring from matings between a hornless ram and 
a ewe bearing knobs are in every respect similar to 
a hornless and a long horn sheep; the females 
show an entire absence of horn growth, and the 
males bear the usual simplex condition of horns. . . . 
A peculiar feature of the simplex horn in the off- 
spring arising from the Merino crosses, compre- 
hends a striking i arity in size between the 
right and left horns of many individuals. ... . 

he wide variation of the simplex horns in the 
different males is worthy of notice. Apparently the 
horn determiners and inhibitors do not always 
exist in equal degrees of strength. The inhibitor at 
times may so predominate over the single deter- 
miner as to reduce somatic appearance of horn 
growth to a considerable extent. A wide variation 
was found in simplex horns in Southdown-Dorset 
crosses. With the exception of the Merino crosses, 
no extracted females possessed the slightest vestige 
of horn other than a perfect long one, which shows 
how completely the single horn determiner is held 
in abeyance by the double inhibitor. 

In the obtained from Merino 
crosses with hornless sheep, a reap ce of lon 
horns in the rams sion although the ratios of 


these horns are somewhat less than the average for 
the horns of Dorsets. The ewes either bear knobs, 
scabs, or are hornless. The striking dissimilarity 
between the lengths of the right and left horns of 
Merinos, especially simplex, is also ws X 


NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Spo meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Leopold Street, Sheffield, on Tuesday, October 21st, the 
President, F. L. Somerset, Esq., in the chair. Also 

resent: Messrs. J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. ; H. Thompson, 
Rheflield, Hon. Treasurer; G. Green, 8. E. Sampson, 
E. G. Johnson, T. Bowett, T. C. Fletcher, H. P. Lewis, 
A.D. Morgan, J.Abson, H.R. Laycock, W. Collinson, 
C. 8. Smith, W. Brown, W. Murgatroyd, G. J. Furness, 
and 8. H. Nixon. The visitors present were— Messrs. 
H. Sumner and H. W. Dawes, junr. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
a 4 also the report of the Council meeting held on 

et. 7th. 

Arising out of the latter the Association decided to 
affiliate with the Northern Branch of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

The chief matter for consideration was a discussion 
on “Veterinary ye I introduced by HENRY SuMNER, 
Esq., of Liverpool, and as Mr. Sumner had to leave to 
catch an early train the President immediately called 
on him to introduce his paper. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 
By Henry SuMNER, F.R.C.Vv.S., Liverpool. 


Gentlemen,—I trust you will excuse my temerity in 
supeeming amongst you to initiate a discussion on the 
politics of our profession; discussions are now popular, 
and rightly so, and have been the means of inducing a 
free —— of opinion ; 1 hope to-night’s will in no 
way fall short of that ideal. There are many matters, 
in my opinion of supreme importance, upon which as 
a member of Council I am anxious to learn the sense of 
the profession. 

I claim in our politics there is no “party.” Every 
member of our governing body is animated with one 
desire—to uphold and advance the best interests of 
our profession. It is a most conservative body, to 
which principle I subscribe, realising that the principle 
must be a progressive one, for without progress we will 
have little indeed to conserve. At present our reserves 
are becoming “smaller by degrees and beautifully less.” 

The first possession to conserve and preserve is our 
one portal system. Those who have gone before did 
valiant service in acquiring for us complete protection 
of our professional entry. Like every form of protection 
the absence of competition may lead us to a sense of 
inertia ; it is up to our generation to maintain and ad- 
vance the position pened for us. The cost of that portal 
is not yet paid and we have had recent evidence that 
the interests which were then combined have not c 
safeguarding the rights of its licensees ; nor has the list 
of existing practitioners approached a point which can 
be described as vanishing. In this remark I do not 
wish to disparage a most useful and generally well 
conducted group of veterinary practitoners ; they have 
both disabilities and privileges which are not ours. __ 

In regard to the one portal may I say that the Uni- 
versity of Liverpool never entertained the idea of licens- 
ing for practice. What she has done and is doing is 
with the desire to advance the dignity of our profession 
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and open her doors to the admission of students to the 
veterinary side of medicine. 

Not only has the Royal College to guard the portal 
by examinations and provide the expenses, but our 
“free” profession has also had the advantage of the 
individual rights of its licensees being guarded and pro- 
tected at very considerable cost to the College. Much 
has been done by recommendation of the Registration 
Committee; more might have been attempted had 
funds been available. I fear the members of our body 
do not sufficiently appreciate the difficulties of that 
Committee. 

It is at times depressing to find evidences that 
fraternal feeling in those in close quarters is often 
sadly wanting, and many of the complaints require more 
evidence than is forthcoming. When such cases are re- 
mitted to the complainant for that purpose, they usually 
“drop out.” The practice of the law is akin to ours, 
and a “lost” case leaves a bad impression, consequently 

t care is exercised in selecting cases for prosecution. 
At the present there is much which causes anxiety and 

uires careful handling. 

"Parther, expensive work of the College to safeguard 
the rights of its licensees pertains to a careful watching 
of all Bills relating to animal life and products. It is 
more than ever apparent that direct Parliamentary 
representation is desirable, and should be effected at the 
earliest possible time. : 

Whilst the V.S. Act Panton Bill falls short of 
much of its early expectations, it will give further rights 
and responsibilities to “E. P’s.”. I do not regret the 
price, it is in our best interests that these practitioners 
are amenable to the disciplinary powers of the College ; 
further it gives power to deal with an offending com- 
pany as with an individual. 

hat then is our position? Is there danger to our 
ssions? In answer to the first—our position 
nancially leaves much to be desired, we are compelled 
to liquidate the funds of the College on a falling market 
to meet absolutely necessary expenses. Such a system 
must come to an end, and it is estimated that, without 
greater income, at the present rate of expenditure our 
funds will have vanished in a period of ten years. 

From whence came these funds? From the profits of 
examining candidates for our licence. This has now 
ceased to exist through the very serious decline in the 
numbers seeking our qualification, owing to various 
circumstances; primarily in the raising of the prelimi- 
nary examination and extension of curriculum, and 
secondarily in the fear generated by the coming of 
mechanical traction that the horse was doomed, and 
with him veterinary surgeons. We know how fallacious 
is the iatter ; the vanishing horse has reduced that side 
of our work ; but the law of adjustment has brought 
very rapidly and prominently forward the work of the 
veterinarian in all that pertains to milk production. 
Hence if we are not to cease to exist, we must have 
money from somewhere, and while we have —_ all 
the privileges of our licence without cost, cannot 
understand any opposition to the Bill now before 
Parliament to provide funds necessary for our very 
existence. 

So much for what may be called our “domestic” 
position. What is our position in comparison with 
holders of one of the licences to practice medicine? In 
answer, I think all are agreed that our licence is of 
equal merit to theirs, and as professional men we have 
an equal standard. We have individvals who, unfortu- 
nately, fall below—and so have they. 

This brings me to a point of some moment. The 
medical schools have given notice that after the comple- 
tion of this year they will require a higher standard for 

preliminary examination. Hitherto most of the 
veterinary students have taken the same examination as 
students for licence in medical dentistry, etc. I refer to 


the examination held by the Educational Institute of 
Scotland. Due notice of the proposal came before the 
Council, and after consideration it was decided, in view 
of the shortage of entrants, that it was undesirable to 
follow the lead of the General Medical Council, and it 
was arranged that the Scottish and other bodies would 
continue to examine our candidates on the present 
standard. However, it appeared that the change 
adopted by the General Medical Council was not so 
serious as at first anticipated ; it was a raising of the 
pass marks together on certain wage * allowing the 
examination to be taken in two parts. The matter was 
reconsilered, with the result that the Council accepted 
the recommendations of the Preliminary Examination 
Committee, and decided that after November, 1914, 
candidates for our diploma would be required to take 
an examination equal to that required by the General 
Medical Council. When this matter came up for con- 
firmation it was referred back to the Committee. This 
is a question of policy. 

Without wishing to add to the difficulties of the 
candidate, I certainly am of opinion that the veterinary 
surgeon should continue to ~ on equal educational 
footing with those who practice medicine. 

Perhaps it will be fitting at this stage toask for how 
long shall our portal be closed to women? A short time 
ago an enquiry was addressed to the College as to the 
eligibility of women for our diploma, with the resulting 
answer that the College had no power to admit women 
to its examinations. This prompted another enquiry 
from the same source, as to which body the College 
could direct him in order to acquire the right of women 
to those qualifications now enjoyed by men. A courteous 
reply was sent. Courtesy may not suffice, and definite 
action may become necessary, and it would be well for 
this meeting to consider carefully the point raised. So 
far as I am aware, the profession has not given an 
opinion as to the desirability of admitting women to our 
qualification. The noted trial in by-gone years was 
ended in a quibble as to location of the College. 

Now as to progress. Notwithstanding the financial 
difficulties, the College is at present offering to vary and 
add to the diplomas which it grants. After long and 
repeated consideration it has decided that the conditions 
both in the qualifying period and in the examination 
for the Fellowship diploma should be varied, allowing 
a qualifying period of two instead of five years a wider 
range of subjects, encouraging specialised work and the 
subject for which the diploma is granted to be stated; 
the eligibility of candidates under the original conditions 
is for a period which should obviate any disapointment 
or hardship. In the opinion of the Council the change 
will add to the dignity of the diploma, and it allows a 
large field for special work. 

It has also been decided to institute a new diploma 
in VS.M, which entails a considerable increase in the 
period of study, that post-graduate diplomas are of im- 

rtance goes without saying, and with their coming 

as arrived the time for specialism in our pro- 
fession. 

Power for this progress has to be sought in a new 
Charter, which has been before the Council. In our 
present condition it was a desideration that nothing 
of a contentious nature should be sought; the draft 
Charter simply seeks additional power for the altera- 
tion in the Fellowship and authority for new diploma ; 
there is one further clause—to allocate to the new 
member of Council receiving the lowest number of 
votes, the position, with its corresponding period of 
service, of any member who retires from the Council 
other than by the completion of the period of service to 
which he was elected. At present the position is allo- 
cated by ballot, and the member receiving the highest 
number of votes at the last election has this year to go 


again to the poll, 
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As a result of the findings of the recent Royal Com 
mission on the Veterinary Services, the bye-laws of the 
College are being altered in order to allow the degree 
graduates in Science, Arts, and Medicine of any Uni- 
versity in the United Kingdom, also licentiate or 
member of the Royal College of Surgeons and the Royal 
College of Physicians, a remission of the subjects of 
the first examination, excepting junior anatomy; the 
combined portions of anatomy to be taken in the second 
or Bexamination. By the vote of Council the remission 
is confined to those who have acquired the degree, etc., 
but I hope at no more distant date than twelve months, 
necessary under the bye-laws, that all those who pass 
the intermediate examination which includes the sub- 
jects may also be permitted the exemption. 

As to the general policy of our profession, we cannot 
live alone, and every member should be associated 
with a Society of his fellows. The combination of 
Societies in the National is one which offers great op- 
portunities. Politically, the y is apathetic. 
Our last annual meeting of the Royal College was evi- 
dence that notwithstanding the very important matters 
which were proposed and being carried, there was no 
discussion and no voice raised, for or against. The time 
may arrive when candidates will be required to state 
their views on matters professionally political. -~With 
the exception of those for and against the Bill, no party 
cry has of recent years been raised. : 

Another item in general policy is the necessity of 
every member doing something to assist in making the 
coming International Congress a success. 
science neither begins nor ends in this country, and 
feel that the great majority of our members fail to 
appreciate the significance and honour of that body 
meeting in our country next year. At present the sub- 
scriptions to the necessary expenses are confined toa 
few, but there is still time for the many to come forward 
and 

Thanks to the success of veterinary surgeons em- 
ployed in National and local positions, in the dual capa- 
city of safeguarding both human and animal health, an 
increasing necessity for such help is apparent, and the 
relationship between the M.O.H. and the veterinarian 
is distinctly improving. 

In reference to the age ye ha I wish to say is that 
they require more money for the efficient teaching than 
it is possible to acquire from the fees paid by students, 
and that veterinary education has as great a claim on 
the Government of this country as any other system. 

It is not for me to direct discussion ; I have dealt 
with principles of policy, and upon those points I feel I 
am not alone in desiring guidance from the profession. 


Discussion. 


‘Lhe PRESIDENT, in opening the subject for discussion, 
said : We have listened to Mr. Sumner’s address on the 
very + gala subject of the politics of the profession 
to which we belong. In my position to-night it is not 
at any rate for me to have very much to say on the 
matters brought before you. That they are of great 
importance, and that there may be probably more than 
one opinion on some of them, there can. be very little 
doubt, but in my mind, judging from the inside view 
which we have been able to get as to the doings and 
intentions of our governing body, the question of the 
low financial state of the Royal College, and the question 
of the establishment of new degrees, stands at some- 
thing in the relation of “cause and effect.” It almost 
appears as if the Royal College not — had the view 
that it is to the advantage of the profession, speaking 
professionally of course, that new degrees should be 
established, but also they may prove a source of in- 
come, and so to some extent stop the very serious 
depletion of funds which is occurring, and which we 
have been informed to-night will, in the space of ten 


years, unless it is checked, lead to a condition of bank- 
ruptcy. I did not notice in the address to which 
we have listened any reference to the question of an 
annual fee from any member of the profession. That is 
a question which has certainly been omitted. Whether 
we have to take it that the Council has dropped it or 
not, perhaps we shall hear later on. It: my opinion it 
would not be a hardship to the profession if the mem- 
bers were asked to contribute yearly a fee to the funds 
of the College, and it is probable that that would be 
a means of establishing the financial stability of the 
Royal College. That is perhaps a subject on which an 
expression of opinion from members present would be 
advisable. The subject of the address is now open to 
discussion and [hope that it will be freely ventilated. 

Mr. Sumner here remarked that provision for a pro- 

sed annual fee of £1 1s. is still in the Bill to be brought 

fore Parliament. 

Mr. Asson (Sheffield): I do not know how to open 
the discussion, because Mr. Sumner has covered the 
ground so completely, and I am so much in accord with 
all that he has said, that I cannot raise contentious 
matter. I might refer to this proposed new Fellowship 
examination. There is no question, but that the old 
Fellowship examination was obsolete, and it has become 
absolutely necessary to introduce an examination 
worthy of the name, and I do not think the Council 
could continue on the old lines. Then with regard to 
the Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine, that has 
been practically thrust upon us. We know that two 
Universities have been issuing such diplomas—Man- 
chester and Liverpool—and others have threatened to do 
so. We cannot stand aside; we ought to be the pioneers 
in these matters. To allow that sort of thing might jeo- 
pardise the one-portal system. The President had 
referred to the question of an annual fee. Of course 
that is provided for in the Bill, and [think no one will 
object to contribute to it. The Essayist states that 
ten years will see the extinction ofour funds. I think 
that is a very liberal allowance, and ‘that seven years 
would be nearer the mark, and that would mean that 
the buildings and everything belonging to us in Red 
Lion Square would go. Weare in a predicament, and 
there is no other means of raising funds than the pro- 
posed annual fee. We cannot raise the fees of the 
students for they are high enough already, and we must 
look to ourselves to raise the necessary funds to keep 
us going. 

Mr. Brown (Worksop) strongly objected to won-en 
being allowed to enter the profession, and suggested 
that any who wished to do so should marry veterinary 
surgeons and assist their husbands in their practices. 
He said there are two things we have to consider—(1) 
the Colleges are short of funds owing to lack of students; 
(2) The Royal College is short of funds owing to lack o 
examination fees received from students, but if the new 
Bill passes there will be adequate funds for the latter. 
If the standard of the preliminary examination is raised 
you will stil] further decrease the number of students, 
and if you wish to seea better quality of men entering 
the profession we shall also have to contribute towards 
the training of them by rendering financial assistance 
to the Colleges. Taking into consideration the inroads 
made into veterinary practice by motor traction, there 
is very little encouragement to students to enter the 
profession. 

Mr.SuMNER then narrated his experience of women 
students and made some interesting remarks. 

Mr. JOHNSON said: The Essayist has so 
completely covered all the important data in connection 
with the matter under discussion that I have nothing 
to add and no questions to ask. Before leaving to 
catch my train, I should like to say that the hour spent 
in this room hearing Mr. Sumner’s remarks completely 
justifies the step which the members of the veterinary 
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fession in Sheffield and district have taken in form- 
ing this new Association. With regard to the doin 
of the College Council we have received some valuable 
information, and there are numerous interesting points 
upon which we can go away and reflect. WhatI should 
like to say about the depletion of the funds of the 
College is this—If we can promote unity, and if we can 
co-operate as we ought through our various societies, 
Iam convinced myself that the members of the profess- 
ion will rally and will only be too ready to contribute 
something, whether it be a guinea or less. I feel sure 
the members of the profession will not allow the Council 
to see its old traditions and institutions broken up 
through the want of assistance. I gather from the 
Essayist’s remarks that he would like an expression of 
opinion as to the advisability of raising the standard of 
the preliminary examination. Whilst not desiring to 
put any strain upon parents or young ple desirous 
of entering the profession, Iam strongly in favour of 
the Council keeping the standard of our preliminary 
examination on a level with that of the medical profess- 
ion. Without saying any unpleasant things about those 
worthy men who came into the profession under the 
1881 Act, or those older members of the profession who 
are of the old-fashioned schools where there was only 
one examination, and so on, our desire should always 
be to give our confréres a “leg up,” rather than a “ push 
down,” and I certainly think the only way to do it, is to 
keep alongside the sister — with the prelimin- 
ary examination by which our profession is entered. 
We are encouraged to believe that there will be ver 
important work in connection with Public Health which 
veterinary surgeons will have to do. Incidentally this 
will probably have to be done with motors, owing to 
the wide area to be covered, instead of working in a con- 
fined area with horses. In order to do this work I do 
not think the standard of education should be lowered. 
It seems to me that we should support the Council in 
keeping the standard up. On the subject of our co- 
operation with the medical peomeees. and particularly 
with Medical Officers of Health, I think we should 
make it known by tactful means that we should like a 
little more appreciation than we get, I do not wish to 
go into details, but I would like us to get a little more 
consideration as regards our professional status. What 
I mean is this—! .bink the world would appreciate us 
more if, without being too blatant or anything of that 
sort, we could in some quiet and gentle way express our 
desire for further recognition. 

Mr. T. C. FLercuer said: I should like to thank Mr. 
Sumner for his very interesting paper, but I must say 
that I cannot agree with Mr. Brown in the slightest. I 
think the whole world is progressing in educational 
matters, and [ think the veterinary profession should 
do the same. The school boy of to-day is far better 
educated than formerly, and if the school boy of to-day 
is to be a veterinary surgeon, he will both expect and 
be able to pass a a preliminary examination. I 
— agree with Mr. Sumner in his expression of opinion 

at as the Medical Council are raising the standard of 
education, the veterinary profession should do the same. 
I hope Mr. Sumner will go away from Sheffield confi- 
dent in his own mind that we appreciate his kindness in 
giving his important paper. If it is any honour to him 
to know—this is the first topic introduced to the new 
North Midland Veterinary Association for discussion. 
I have great pleasure in proposing a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Sumner for his paper. 

Mr. Apson, in secondin the resolution, said the 
members were greatly indebted to Mr. Sumner for giv- 
ing his very lucid paper. He has covered a lot of 
 sapeens and I think we were all thoroughly interested in 

matter he has brought forward. We are most grate- 
ful to him for coming. 


The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. SuMNER, in reply, said: I have no apologies to 
make for coming. Ia 9g 7 the honour of the invi- 
tation which my friend Mr. Lloyd has given me. It has 
been a delight tome. I think you have rather missed 
the drift of the argument that I have tried to bring 
home, and that was not our present condition. At 
present our ordinary members are equal to the ordinary 
medical licensee, our standard is equal, and we can meet 
them in any place. Now the time has come, in my 
opinion, when they might have a littleadvantage. The 
standard of the examination for the entry to the medi- 
cal profession is to be raised, and our equality will 
suffer. The medical profession will then be able to say 
that the standard of veterinary education is not equal to 
theirs, and that is a thing I do not wish the medical 
profession to be able to say. Consequently, I hope we 
shall be able to say in the future that we are absolutely 
on an equality with the medical licensees. I can only 
add that I have been glad to have been here. 

After Mr. Sumner had left it was decided by the 
meeting that the discussion should continue. 

Mr. Sampson said: I have been pleased to hear Mr. 
Sumner’s remarks, and have greatly enjoyed hearin 
from a Member of the Council remarks on the policy o 
the profession. It is very seldom you find a Member of 
Council getting up at_ meetings of Societies and giving 
his views on the politics of the profession. Were it not 
for verbatim reports in 7’he Record we should not know 
how the business of the Council is transacted, and when 
one has heard Mr. Sumner’s account of what takes place 
in Council, one can appreciate the difficulties the Coun- 
cillors have to meet. hilst on this subject, I should 
like to speak with regard to veterinary jurisprudence. I 
think forensic medicine should be added to the curri- 
culum of the College. I fail also to know how a new 
graduate is to become acquainted with the ethics of our 
profession under the present course of instruction. It 
would be well if young practitioners could get help from 
Members of Council so as to learn what they should, or 
should not, do in regard to professional conduct. With 
regard to the finances of our College, I should have 
liked to have asked Mr. Sumner, had he been present, 
what has the Council done to try and cut down 
expenses in connection with the examinations? Have 
they done all that a body of business men could in this 
matter? Surely when they-knew that their expenses 
were exceeding their income they would endeavour to 
cut down the expenses of examinations by having all 
the students examined at one centre. I should like to 
know what are the cost of the examinations at different 
centres, and what would be saved if the examinations 
were conducted at one centre. There will be no ques- 
tion of finance assuming that the Bill becomes law, but 
what is the Council going to do with the amount of 
money received from the annual fee. I think the pro- 
fession has a membership exceeding 3000, and before 
the Bill is passed it is only right that members of the 
profession should know what the Council intends to do 
with this amount of money. To me it seems a rather 
large amount every year to be thrown into our funds 
for our College to deal with. We only hope that if they 
get this money they will take steps to amend the law so 
as to deal with such cases as “ Kennard—Canine Sur- 
gery,” so that persons running such places cannot come 
along and take money out of the pockets of the men 
he beet paid for their college education. With regard 
to equality with the medical profession, I am at one 
with Mr. Sumner that we are quite justified in raising 
our standard to that of the medical profession— 
lately every education authority has been raising its 
standard. 

The Hon. Secrerary (Mr. Lloyd) said: The first 
matter Mr. Sumner dealt with was the one-portal 
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system, with which, no doubt, we all agree, and then 
followed on with the new Fellowship diploma. I, and 
no doubt the profession gee , Will agree that some- 
thing wanted doing with the Fellowship diploma. A 
few years ago, before the number of students decreased, 
the amount saved per annum by the Council about 
equalled the amount received from the Fellowship 
examination fees, but since the number of students has 
been reduced the Fellowship examination fees have been 


- swallowed in the general expenses. The matter of 


expense in connection with examinations mentioned by 
Mr. Sampson is a very important one, and I cannot say 
what are the expenses of taking the examiners round to 
all the different Colleges; I know it is an immense 
amount of money, and it has often been put to the 
Examination Committee, would it not be possible to 
considerably reduce these expenses by having the 
students examined at one centre? Students from all 
the Colleges would then be examined under equal 
conditions. It is true that at present there is not power 
to compel the Colleges to send their students to be 
examined at one centre, and the Council has so far 
never made any attempt to cut down their expenses by 
trying to get such power put into the new Bill. The 
only powers sought in the Bill are to deal with existing 
ractitioners—a constantly decreasing number ; limited 
iability companies—an insignificant number ; and the 
extraction of £1 1s. out of the pockets of members of the 
profession. 

Another matter which could have been inserted in 
the new Bill is power to deal with “ Kennard—Canine 
Surgery,” (appeal dismissed), “ Marshall—Veterinary 
Surgeon Operator,” (appeal abandoned), and such like 
violations of our present powers, but nothing at present 
is being attempted to increase our powers to deal with 
such cases. Although having been a Member of Council 
for nearly four years—I am, I may say, a Member for 
the last time, as I do not intend to seek re-election—I[ 
have so far been unable to find out in what way the 
Council intends to spend the 3400 guineas received from 
the annual fee provided in the Bill. Matters which 
have been mentioned, however, are the selling of the 
present College buildings, and the purchase, or building, 
of new offices in a front street. Another matter men- 
tioned has been the re-organisation of the library and 
the renovation of the museum, but what advantages 
these are going to be to individual members of the pro- 
fession I fail to see. A word about the new diploma in 
Veterinary State Medicine. As mentioned by Mr. 
Abson, this diploma has practically been forced upon 
the Council, owing to the action of various Universities 
in instituting such diplomas. The Council, however, 
had the opportunity of taking the initiative in 1899, 
when they were approached by the University of Aber- 
deen in regard to post-graduate education, but in spite 
of the efforts of the late Professor Owen Williams, who 
desired to bring this about, the Council refused to take 
action. The result was that the University of Aber- 
deen did not do anything, but later the Liverpool 
University instituted the diploma in Veterinary 
Hygiene, and the Manchester University instituted the 
diploma in Veterinary State Medicine, but neither desire 
to grant their diplomas except to graduates of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. They, however, did 
want to receive the fees for educating veterinary sur- 

ns in order to take such diplomas. Had the Council 
instituted such a diploma and allowed the Universities 
to do the teaching, the Council would have been able to 
conduct the examination and to receive the examination 
fees. In their present attempt to institute a new 
diploma in Veterinary State Medicine, I think the 
Council are still making a serious mistake, as they are 
insisting upon intending candidates taking a six months’ 
course of instruction at an affiliated school in order to 


bolster up the veterinary schools, thereby shutting out 
any candidate who is now holding a pu lic health ap- 
pointment, as such candidates would have to give up 
their present appointments in order to be able to attend 
a College. It is still, however, open for any University 
to institute a diploma in Veterinary State Medicine so 
long as they do not interfere with the one-portal system, 
and should such courses of instruction be made easier 
than that of the Royal College, it is almost certain that 
intending candidates will go for the University exam- 
inations and so cheat the Royal College of the examina- 
tion fees, at the same time having a diploma which, in 
the eyes of the public, will be equal to that granted by 
the Royal College. 

Regarding the appointment of Dr. Leighton as Medi- 
cal Veterinary Inspector to the Local Government Board 
(Scotland), when the matter was first brought forward 
by the Association of Veterinary Officers of Health it 
was never intended that a medical man should receive 
the appointment, and had not Dr. Leighton been the 
Professor of Pathology and Meat Inspection at the 
Edinburgh Veterinary College, there is no doubt that he 
would not have received the appointment. It is 
consequently up to the veterinary colleges to see that 
only veterinary surgeons are appointed as Professars at 
such Colleges. 

Mr. FLeTcHEr (Sheffield) said : I had not finished my 
remarks when previously speaking. Members of the 
Council ask for votes at a particular time of the year 
through some little paragraph in Zhe Record or some 
other periodical, and then having got the appointment 
of Member of the Council, we never hear from them of 
the workings of the Council. I only wished to thank 
Mr. Sumner for his outspoken reference to this work. 
It is good for us to know the difficulties that attend the 
deliberations of the Council, and it is good for us to 
hear that they are doing something for us, and some- 
thing to warrant us giving them our votes. I am very 
sorry to hear Mr. Lloyd is not seeking re-election. 

Replying to a question from the President, the Hon. 
Secretary stated that the expenditure of the Council 
under the new Bill would be subject to the approval of 
the Privy Council. The President thought the Council 
were standing in their own light by not clearly indi- 
cating to the profession what they desire to do with the 


money. 

Mr. Anson (Sheffield) asked leave, as a Member of 
Council, to reply to Mr. Sampson’s remarks. 

So far as regards reducing the expenses of the exam- 
inations as they now exist, I do not think it is possible 
to reduce them. The only way of reducing the expenses 
is to have the examinations at one centre, and [ have 
suggested that the examinations ought to be held at 
York as aconvenientcentre. The schools, however, will 
not send their students to one centre, and we have no 
power to compel them to do so. 

Regarding the annual fee received under the new Bill 
when it becomes an Act, the Council will have no difti- 
culty in spending the money. We cannot do anythin 
at present for shortage of funds. There are hosts o 
ways in which the money can be spent to the advantage 
of members of the ae generally. 

In reply to the Hon. Secretary regarding the diploma 
of Veterinary State Medicine—it is true we might have 
had this diploma some time ago, but we have main- 
tained that the teaching of the veterinary surgeon of 
to-day is of such a character that he should be able to 
undertake any post, public or otherwise, which is offered 
tohim. It is true that we might have instituted this 
course three or four years ago, but it is easy to be wise 
after the event. Iam in favour of upholding the pre- 
liminary examination, and making it a to the 
preliminary examination of the medical student. 
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The meeting then proceeded to discuss the ordinary 
business which had been postponed in order to take Mr. 
Sumner’s paper. t 

The Hon. SECRETARY reported that he had received 

mises of meer to be read in 1914 by Mr. Brown, of 
Weekeop, and Mr. Noél Pillers, of Liverpool, and hoped 
to be favoured with promises from other gentlemen. 

New Members.—Mr. J. A. Hopeman, Barnsley, was 
nominated by Mr. Smith and Mr. Fletcher. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes, Jun., Sheffield, by Mr. Laycock 
and Mr. Abson. 

Mr. G. Hower, Buxton, by the President and Mr. 


Sampson. 
Mr. W. C. WILKINson, of Mansfield, was then elected 
a member of the Association. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


On the proposition of Mr. Brown (Worksop), seconded 
by Mr. Sampson (Sheffield), the officers for the year 
1913 were re-elected, it being felt by the members 
resent that it was undesirable, seeing that the officers 

only held office for six months, to make any 
change. 
SPECIMENS. 


Mr. G. Green (Rotherham) brought forward a Cy- 
clopean monstrosity, namely, the head of a hackney 
foal. The mare had carried the foal, which was born 
dead, practically the full period, but it was known to 
be alive the day before its birth, as the fcetal move- 
ments on that day were noticed to be very vigorous. 


Front Virw.—A small piece of paper has been 
placed on the eye in order to bring it out more 
prominently.—J.8. L. 


Parturition was easy and uneventful, except that the 
mare retained the membranes for some time. The bod 
of the foal was normal in every respect. The head was 
as now presented to you after preservation. The upper 
lip and jaw had been arrested in development leaving 
nearly two inches of the tip of the tongue and the 
bottom jaw exposed ; the termination of the upper lip, 
however, was adorned with “feelers.” In the centre 
of the forehead was a single eye provided with two eye- 
lids and eyelashes, one on either side of its upper 

. The eyelids on the lower border were devoid of 


eyelashes although rudimentary eyelashes and “feelers” 
appeared lower down on either side of the face. Mr. 
Green also stated that unfortunately he was not able to 
make a dissection of the optic nerves, otherwise it would 
have been very interesting to have noted their arrange- 
ments. .The owner on being asked if he knew any 
reason for the monstrosity had said that he thought 
the mare must have been frightened by a —— 
motor car. 


ULcERATION OF HEAD OF FeMuR AND ACETABULUM. 


Mr. 8. E. Sampson (Sheffield) said: The subject was 
a Shire filly foal, born April 12th, 1913. On April 
22nd I attended the foal for pervious urachus, which was 
treated in the ordinary way with disinfectants and 
sutures. On April 29th, the foal was reported lame on 
the near hind leg, and I visited next day and suspected 
joint evil. I gave nuclein hypodermically every third 
day, along with a liniment over the joint. On June Ist 
I noticed a purulent discharge from vulva. The lame- 
ness had by this time become very acute, the limb being 
nearly always “carried.” At other times, when the 
vulval discharge almost ceased, there was a good deal 
of pain and no movement of the limb. Various agents 
were tried both locally and internally, but with no im- 
provement, the foal dying on August 12th from septic 

neumonia. The post-mortem examination revealed a 
arge abscess outside the sacro sciatic ligament, con- 
taining about a quart of semi-purulent matter. From 
the specimen exhibited it will be seen that nearly all the 
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cartilage from both the head of the femur and the 
acetabulum has become completely eroded. 

_ Mr. Sampson concluded his remarks by asking, “What 
is the nature of the complaint? Is it injury of the 
round ligament, or is it a case of joint-evil } He also 
drew tbe attention of members present to the amount 


y | of erosion that had taken place in a given time—about 


12 to 13 weeks. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that Mr. Sampson’s exhibit 
and his statement of the history of the case were of 
particular interest to him inasmuch as he had seen a 
very similar case this summer. Unfortunately he did 
not see the subject—a cart filly foal—during life, and 
obtained a m history only from the owner. Briefly 


it was about a fortnight before death the foal became 
lame’on the near hind leg; this lameness was at the time 


| 


334 THE VETERINARY RECORD November 22, 1913 


attributed to an injury, which it was supposed might 
have been caused by the overturning of a tripod for 
raising timber, through the dam rubbing herself against 
it. purulent discharge from the vagina 
was observed. e foal eventually died from septic 
pneumonia. A post-mortem revealed the presence, of 
about three gallons of serous fluid in the abdominal 
cavity, due to peritonitis, and an abscess in the pelvic 
cavity containing rather more that half a pint of thick 
yellow pus. The latter was situated on the left side of 
the pelvic floor. The left half of the pelvis was re- 
moved and the bones boiled. That portion of the 
— immediately above the acetabnum exhibited a 
eart-shaped area, measuring 1? inches in each diameter, 
where the dense bone tissue was completely eroded. 
A portion of the exposed cancellated tissue about the 
size of a hazel nut had become segregated and could be 
easily moved from side to side, but could not be lifted 
out while the specimen was fresh. 

This case corresponds very closely with that brought 
before us by Mr. Sampson, except that in his case the 
erosion of bone took place in the cavity of the aceta- 
bulum instead of immediately above it. In his (the 
President’s) opinion both cases arose from the entrance 
of the pyogenic micrococci per umbilicus, constituting 
an interesting and somewhat unusual variation of the 
well known navel or joint evil. : 

On _ the of Mr. Fletcher (Sheffield), 
seconded by Mr. Collinson (Anston), it was resolved 
that the specimen exhibited by Mr. Green be photo- 

phed, and that copies of the photograph be sent to 
the veterinary press. 

On the proposition of the President, seconded by 
Mr. Brown (Worksop), a hearty vote of thanks was 
given to the gentlemen who had brought forward speci- 
mens. 

The Hon. Secretary then proposed, and Mr. Fletcher 
seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to the President for 
conducting the meeting. 


Report UPON THE Pusiic HEALTH IN THE CITY 
or DUBLIN, FOR THE YEAR 1912.—By Sir C. A. 
CAMERON. 


In this report the Veterinary Surgeon does not make 
a separate report, but his name follows that of the 
Assistant Medical Officer of Health in the list of 
officials, and his work appears in the sections on the 
Dairies and Cowsheds Order, and on the Inspection of 
Meat Food, ete. Sir Charles Cameron recognised and 
generously acknowledged years ago the part which the 
veterinarian should take in Public Health work. 
Darrres, CowsHEDS, AND MILKSHOPs (IRELAND) ORDER 

1908. RETURNS FOR THE YEAR 1912. 
Dairies and milkshops registered during the year. 
North Side. City 44 
in Vendors residing outside city 3 

South Side. City 57 

Vendors residing outside city 8 


Total 112 

(These were not registered last year). 

Dairy Yards registered. 
North Side, 1. South Side, 6. 
(These were not registered last year). 
Dairies and Milkshops re-registered during the year. 

North Side. City 246 
” yards 99 
Vendors residing outside city 30 


” 


South Side. Dairies and milkshops 250 


yards 101 
Vendors residing outside city 72 


Total registrations 798 


Number of dairies, milkshops and vendors for which 
no application for re-registration for 1912 was received, 
having ceased to vend milk :— 


North Side 15 
South Side 19 
Vendors residing outside city 13 
Dairy yard inspections 6,851 


Dairy and milkshop inspections 15,485 
Notices served 506 
Notices verbal 116 
Number of cattle in dairy yards in City of Dublin on 
Dec. 31st, 1912 :—5,371. 


Udder Examination. 


Yards inspected 27 

Cattle in Yards 811 

Suspects 7 

Samples taken 5 

Cases of Abscess, small 24 
large 3 

Mastitis 9 
Indurated quarter 5 

Uleerated teats 11 


The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease occupied the 
Veterinary Inspector’s time so fully that he was unable 
to give as much attention to the udders of the dairy 
cows as he usually gives them. It will be seen from 
above figures that there are diseased conditions of the 
udder other than tuberculosis. Tuberculosis of the 
udder is by no means the only diseased condition that 
demands interdiction of the milk, for instance, a com- 
mon pathological condition of the cow’s udder is inflam- 
mation, technically called mastitis. Milk from such 
an udder, if used for human consumption, would be 
highly dangerous. Prof. Holst, of Christiana, found 
that milk from an inflamed mammary gland caused 
acute catarrh of the stomach and bowels in four adults 
and fourchildren who resided in three different houses. 
They had all partaken of milk, which came from the 
same dairyman, on whose premises was a cow affected 
with mastitis, and the owner admitted mixing the milk 
from this cow with the milk of other cows. The identi- 
cal organisms causing the mastitis were isolated in each 
case, proving the illness of humans originated in the 
bovine and was transmitted through the medium of 
the milk. 

[This statement does not satisfy Koch’s postulates, but 
it carries the matter so far that the necessity for further 
careful observation by both medical and veterinary prac- 
titioners is clearly indicated]. 


InspEecTION oF Meat, Foon, Erc. 
The inspection of food is conducted by the able 
veterinary surgeon of the Corporation, Mr. Andrew 
Watson, by four meat inspectors and myself. 


Return of unsound food, ete., con ted at the 
Corporation Abattoir during the year 1912. 


— 
H 
Carcases Beef lb. 105,764 
211 Mutton 15,933 
Veal 8,458 
12 in Pork 1,008 
Lamb 807 
Portions Beef 292 
a Mutton 274 
Heads, Plucks, Viscera, etc. 4,553 
136,8425 
\ 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Anthrax. Foot- Glanderst am 
Parasitic | Shee 
and-Mouth (including M ; Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals Farcy) 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out-] Out- 
rm’d ported firm’d |ported breaks} mals. mals. |breaks| mals. [breaks] breaks. | tered. 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Nov. 15] 15 15 1 £23 1 2 81 48 4 55 632 
J 1912] 16 16 3 4 24 47 7 39 780 
SS 19 30 34 3] 15 8 45 | 549 
191 32 36 4 5 ll 25 229 
Total for 46 weeks, 1913 | 490 539 1 23 133 | 322 | 2152 | 4258 158 | 2215 | 28646 
1912 | 675 757 82 639 161 296 | 2553 | 5396 224 2623 35889 
nin 2 | 1911] 791 972 18 | 467 188 | 458 339 | 2191 | 26299 
period in 1910 1290 1539 2 15 327 945 385 1317 12251 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Kent 2. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 18, 1913. 
Outbreaks | 
IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 15 a 12 2 1 
1912 9 1 21 
Corresponding Week in 1911 1 1 ose 7 9 80 
1910 ied site 4 1 17 
Total for 46 weeks, 1913 1 1 11] 448 128 822 
1912 3 3 68 382 was jit 59 313 201 1631 
Corresponding period in | 1911 0.4, Oi Dies ac 2 3 53 204 131 | 2189 
1910 7 11 1 2 63 395 84 1920 


* These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 17, 1913 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


R.S.P.C.A. Prosecution—Dismissed. 


At Folkestone on Tuesday, 11th inst., Rebt. Chitten- 
den was summoned for working a horse in an unfit 
state, and Fredk. Brown (Bridges and Co.) was sum- 
moned for causing the horse to be so worked. Defend- 
ants pleaded not guilty. 

r. G. W. Haines prosecuted on behalf of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and Mr. Rutley Mowll represented both 
defendants. 

Inspector Bennett, of the R.S.P.C.A., said that on 
the 28th October he was in Foord Road, where he saw 
the defendant Chittenden driving at a trot a brown 
gelding attached to a four-wheeled van containing par- 
cels. itness noticed that the animal was going very 
lame on the off fore limb. He stopped defendant, and 
pointed out the lameness. He replied, “It’s all right at 
a walk.” Witness examined the animal and considered 
that the lameness was due to side-bone and a badly 
contracted foot. The animal flinched distinctly Yo | 
time he touched it. The foot was hot. The anima 
in witness’s opinion, was totally unfit for work. De 
fendant said, “ The horse has been like it for about a 
week. It was lame on the other leg before this, and 
that is why it is shod with pads. I know it has a side- 
bone. Mr. Brown knows it is shod with pads, because 
of its lameness. He is responsible for the horses.” On 
the 3rd November, witness saw Mr. wn, who said : 
“T haven’t any explanation to make. We know it’s 
lame, and have had it shod with pads to ease the con- 
cussion. I know what is the matter with ic ; it has got 
acorn. I haven’t seen it since I’ve been back, but I 
I didn’t consider it unfit for work.” 


Cross-examined by Mr. Mowll : Witness had not pre- 
viously noticed the horse to be lame. When the horse 
was taken out of the cart it became restive and kicked 
about. Witness had not known a lame horse to kick 
about before. . 

Mr. Mowll : This was the first. 

P.S. Burniston, who was in company with Inspector 
Bennett, said the horse was going very lame. itness 
noticed the horse before Inspector Bennett spoke. 

P.C. Pritchard, who was in company of Inspector 
Bennett and Sergt. Burniston, said the horse was lame, 
and was in pain 

Mr. Gillard, veterinary surgeon, said the lameness 
was not very pronounced, but when trotted the horse 
went very lame indeed on the off fore leg. Witness 
found side-bone on the outside of the off-fore leg, and 
enlargement round the pastern coronet-joint. In cer- 
tain horses side-bone caused lameness The foot was 
contracted, and did not expand on pressure. This con- 
dition had existed for some considerable time. All the 
circumstances, taken ee, would predispose the 
horse to a bruised foot. The following day witness saw 
the horseagain. The shoe was removed and the india- 
rubber pads taken off. On the outside of the foot was 
a bruise. The sole was in a bruised condition. Some 
horses with a very little bruise might very lame. 
The horse, without the shoe, still walked lame. When 
witness saw the horse it was undoubtedly suffering 
pain. It had no donbt for a long time had a shuffling 
action of the off-fore leg. 

Cross-examined : The horse had been lame for some 
time. The bony deposit might or might not cause - 
The bony deposit interfered with the free action of the 
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foot. Witness thought that the existence of the bony 
-deposit in this case gave rise to pain. The horse’s foot 
was considerably contracted, and it was quite possible 
for contraction to cause pain. Witness had no hesita- 
tion in saying that, apart from the corn, the condition 
of the horse would render it unfit for work on the road. 
The corn ap) to have been in existence about a 
fortnight. The horse, when witness first saw it, jumped 
and pranced about, but the fact that the horse put its 
fore feet on the ground and kicked its hind legs in the 


air was not inconsistent with the fact of pain in the off- | pea 


fore foot. 
Tue DEFENCE. 


Mr. Mowll, in addressing the Bench, said the horse 
had been going about the town for 4$ years. He sub- 
mitted that the lameness that was distinguishable must 
have been due to acorn. The horse had not n neg- 
lected, for on the 27th September some trouble was 
discovered on the near fore-leg, and the horse was put 
“in leather.” Later it was fitted with rubber pads, 
which assisted to take off the jar as the horse’s foot 
came to the ground. He thought that to have prose- 
cnted the firm without any warning might be a good 
advertisement for the Society, but he suggested that it 
was scarcely fair to the defendants. 

Mr. George Ibbotson, a registered shoeing smith, of 
Bradstone Road, said he had gained a number of prizes 
for shoeing in competitions open to the United King- 
dom, and had also been granted the freedom of the City 
of London. He did the shoeing of Messrs. Bridges and 
Co.’s horses. On the 27th September he was shoeing 
this horse. He found that there had been a corn on the 
near fore-foot for some time. He put on leather be- 
tween the hoof and the iron shoe, the object of this 
being to lessen the concussion. There was no reason 
why the horse should not have been used. On October 
5th witness put rubber pads on the horse’s feet. 
There was at that time no sign of a corn on the off-fore 


oot. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Haines: Witness had seen the 
horse at work since he put on the rubbers, and it was 
then going perfectly sound. The corn that had de- 
veloped in the off-fore foot was a new corn. 

Mr. Thos. Clyde, veterinary surgeon, of Dover, said 
he agreed that the horse had an awkward gait. There 
was a sidebone in the off-fore leg, but it caused no pain. 
There was a very small amount of contraction. There 
was also a corn. Witness was prepared to take the 
aad of having the horse worked at once on the 

s. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Haines: The horse was a 
little lame when witness examined it, but it was as 
sound now as it had ever been during the three years 
witness had known it. It had an awkward gait. Eighty 
per cent. of certain classes of horses used for commercial 

urposes had this sidebone. There was no heat in the 
foot when witness saw it on the 29th October. 

Mr. T. C. Toope, veterinary surgeon, of Dover, said 
that when he examined the horse on the 29th October 
there was a little lameness on the off-fore leg, noticeable 
only to the skilled eye. The horse suffered no pain 
from the sidebone. He found that there had been a 
bruise to the sensitive sole, and the lameness sprang 
from that. Before he left the premises the horse went, 
to all inteuts and pu 8, quite soundly. 

Cross-examined : The horse was suffering some pain 
—discomfort, like a lady wearing a tight shoe. 

Mr. Fredk. Brown said that he had carried on business 
at Messrs. Bridges & Co —of which he was sole proprietor 
—for 34 years. Defendant Uhittenden had been with 
witness for 20 years. He had been a fairly large owner 
of horses during 34years. This horse had from the first 

had rather an awkward gait. He had seen the animal 
working, and it seemed to be going all right ; otherwise 


it would not have been at work. He saw the horse at 
work after the rubber had been put on, and it was 
perfectly fit and sound. There was nothing to detect 
with the exception of the awkward gait. He saw the 
— = the Tuesday in question, and it was then 
all right. 

Cross-examined : On the day in question the horse 
started out at 7.30 and returned from 9.30 to 10. It was 
then quite sound. He knew that the horse had been 
stopped. The very fact of the crowd of people who ap- 
red to see the show was sufficient for that. It wasa 
good advertisement for the Society. 

The case was dismissed. The costs were remitted to 
the Society. 


Cruelty Case at Cheriton. 


At Elham County Bench, held at Seabrook, Fredk. 
Tong, of Faversham, was summoned for cruelty to a 
horse by working it in an unfit state——Mr. H. Myers 
defended. 

P.C. Enfield said on October 7th he saw a bay mare 
attached to a four-wheeled van in Cheriton. It was 
trotting, and witness noticed it was very lame. He 
whistled to defendant to stop, but was apparently not 
heard. Witness subsequently saw the animal in High 
Street, examined it, and found it in pain and lame on 
the near fore foot. Witness told defendant to take the 
horse out, which was done. 

P.C. Kenward said he saw the animal at Miss Nicholls’ 
stables at Cheriton. It had ringbone and went lame 
when walking. 

Sydney Bennett, Inspector of the R.S.P.C.A., stated 
that the horse went lame when walked, and very lame 
indeed when trotted. There was ringbone in the four 
pasterns, the near fore leg being Yat pea bad. There 
was also a sandcrack. Defendant admitted that he 
knew the horse had ringbone, and that it went lame 
when trotting, but said he never trotted it. 

In reply to Mr. Myers, witness said he had not seen 
the van, but would say it was cruelty if the horse was 
driven in a van. Witness did not tell defendant that he 
could walk the animal home to Faversham. 

Mr. F. C. Gillard, veterinary surgeon, stated that the 
horse walked perfectly lame, and in trotting was worse. 
It was an aged mare in poor condition. There was 
ringbone in all four pasterns in various degrees, the 
worse being that in the near fore leg, while there was a 
sandcrack on the near fore foot. There was no bleed- 
ing from the sandcrack. The mare was intensely lame, 
and quite unfit for any kind of work. 

In reply to Mr. Myers, witness said it was cruelty to 
the animal even if it was only put to a walking pace, 
— an inexperienced man might then not notice 
any lameness. 

Defendant went into the box, and said he was a 
fruiterer, of Dargate, near Faversham. He had no great 
experience of horses. He had no warranty with the 
one in question, but when he bought it for £12 he knew 
it had ringbone. He had never noticed any lameness, 
but he always walked the animal, though it was tr..tting 
when the constable saw it. He had a contract with 
the Council of Faversham, and the mare was working 
for that Corporation at the present time. 

Herbert Foreman, in the employ of the defendant, said 
the horse had shown no signs of lameness during the 
four years he had known it. 

Mr. H. B. Eve, veterinary surgeon, said defendant 
brought the horse to him on October 7th. The mare 
was in a fair condition, but to him, as an expert, she 
seemed slightly lame on the road. The ringbone had 
been present about five years. The horse had flat feet, 
and he assumed there were corns. Witness attributed 
the lameness primarily to what was known asa “false 
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uarter,” which had been stated to be a sanderack. 
The ringbone, and, possibly, corns, were merely con- 

Mr. Myers said he acknowledged that the R.S.P.C.A. 
was doing a grand work, but one could not help thinking 
that some of the officials were not beyond criticism. 

The Chairman said the Bench were of the opinion 
that the case was one of negligence, but taking into con- 
sideration that defendant took the horse out of the van 
when his attention was drawn to its lameness, they had 
decided that he should be merely ordered to pay the 
costs (£1 15s. 6d.)—The Folkestone and Cheriton 
Herald. 


“Overstocking” Appeal—Justices to Convict. 


In the High Court of Justice, King’s Bench Division, 
on Wednesday, 19th inst., before Mr. Justice Darling, 
Mr. Justice Rowlatt, and Mr. Justice Atkin. Waters v. 
Braithwaite—a case stated by Banbury Justices. 

Mr. Stewart Bevan appeared for the appellant ; the 
respondent was not represented. 

information was against the respondent 
under Section 1 of the Protection of Animals Act, 1911, 
chargicg that he unlawfully did “cause to be cruelly 
ill-treated ” a certain cow by allowing her to be over- 
stocked. The respondent, Thomas Braithwaite, was a 
farmer and breeder, and on June 12th. 1913, he caused 
the cow and her calf, which was muzzled, to be walked 
from his farm to Banbury market, a distance of five and 
a half miles. The cow was a heavy milker, and was in 
full milk. On her arrival at the market at 11 a.m. her 
udder was found to be a much distended. The teats 
were also distended, and they were hard and hot and 
felt like the skin of adrum. When her legs came into 
contact with the distended udder, milk was forced out, 
and there were inflamed patches on the udder. Her 
back was arched, she had great difficulty in walking, 
and had to be constantly struck to keep her moving. 
She was overstocked with milk. The cow had not been 
milked for 19 hours, and the expert evidence was that 
cows in full milk should be milked every 12 hours, and 
that overstocking caused pain and was harmful. For 
the respondent it was contended before the justices that 
it was a well-known custom of farmers throughout the 
country to keep cows unmilked for a like period before 
offering them for sale, and that it caused no substantial 
pain, and that interference with the custom would be 
detrimental to farmers. 

The justices found that the udder was overstocked and 
that the cow suffered pain, but that as it was an old- 
established custom in the district to expose cows for sale 
in this condition, they dismissed the summons. 

By Section 1 (1) of the Protection of Animals Act, 
1911 :—“If any person (a) shall cruelly . . . . ill-treat 
+... anyanimal .... or, being the owner, shall by 
. ++.» unreasonably doing or omitting to do any act... 
cause any unnecessary suffering,” he shall be guilty of 
an offence. 

Mr. Bevan said that in Ford v. Wiley (23 Q.B.D. 203) 
a case of dishorning cattle, where a similar defence was 
set up, and in addition the magistrates found honest 
belief that the operation was for the benefit of the 
animals, the respondent was convicted. 

Mr. Justice Darling : Has the case of the docking of 
horses arisen ? 

Mr. Bevan said that it had come before the High 
Court, but that magistrates showed a tendency to con- 
vict in such cases. He drew attention to Lewis v. 
532), in it was held that the 
operation of spaying a sow, being customary, and per- 
formed for the purpose of benefiting, the owner cl a 


guilty of cruelly ill-treating, abusing, or torturing it 
within the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1849. 
In the present case the only result of this treatment 
might be to put a few pounds into the owner’s pocket. 


JUDGMENT. 


Mr. Justice Darling said that it was found that this 
treatment of cows was customary, the object being that 
the udder should be very much distended, so that 
possible purchasers might see that the cows were heavy 
milkers. It was not denied that this caused great pain ; 
no one alleged that it produced any benefit to the cow, 
but, on the contrary, it was stated to do her harm. The 
only benefit there was might be that of the owner. It 
was said that the respondent caused the animal un- 
necessary pain. ‘Ihe case proved that the pain was un- 
necessary as far as the cow was concerned, and the 
respondent did cause unnecessary suffering by omitting 
to have her milked, or preventing her from being 
milked by muzzling the calf. If the custom of doing 
this did exist, it was time that it ceased, and people must 
tind some other means of judging whether a cow was a 
good milker or not. That class of case had been con- 
sidered in Lewis v. Fermor (supra). The headnote was: 
“A person who, with reasonable care and skill, performs 
on an animal a painful operation, which is customary, 
and is performed bona Jide for the purpose of benefiting 
the owner by increasing the value of the animal, is not 
guilty of the offence of cruelly ill-treating, abusing, or 
torturing the animal within the meaning of 12 and 13 
Vict., c. 92, section 2, even though the operation is in 
fact unnecessary and useless.” Some parts of Mr. 
Justice Wills’s judgment did not seem to go that length ; 
he said at 536 :—“In my opinion the proper view 
is that if the person who performs the operation enter- 
tains an honest belief that what is done will benefit the 
animal, he is not liable to be convicted. The belief may 
sometimes be erroneous, but we must be careful that we 
do not try to teach new, though perhaps improved, 
views on matters within the area of fair scientific dis- 
cussion by means of the criminal law.” But even if the 
case decided what the headnote said it did, it had been 
considered in the later case of Ford v. Wiley (supra). 
Mr. Justice Hawkins said at page 225 :— 

“Tf the law were that any man, or any body of men, 
could in his or their own interests, or for his or their 
pecuniary benefit, cause torture or suffering to animals 
without legitimate reason, and could, when charged with 
cruelty, excuse himself or themselves upon the ground 
that he or they honestly believed the law justified them, 
though in fact it did not, it is difficult to see the limits 
to which such a principle might be pushed, and the 
creatures it is man’s duty to protect from abuse, would 
be suffering victims of gross ignorance and 
cupidity.” . 

rd Coleridge at page 216 said :—“ Upon the decision 
in Lewis v. Fermor (supra) we are not called upon to 
observe. It is upon a different operation, and is open 
to different considerations. Butif my brother Hawkins 
is right in the view which he has taken of the reasoning 
in that case, I desire to say that I concur in the obser- 
vations he has made upon it, and I respectfully dissent 
from it.” They were not bound, therefore, to follow 
Lewis v. Fermor (supra) if it went as far as the head- 
note stated. There was ample authority in Ford v. 
Wiley (supra), and in the statute itself to enable them 
to say that where unnecessary suffering is caused by 
some act of an owner it could not be justified on the 
ground of old custom and of benefit to commercial 
persons. The case must be remitted to the justices with 
a direction to convict. 

Mr. Justice Rowlatt gave judgment to the same effect, 
and Mr. Justice Atkin concurred. 
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Rupture OF THE UTERUS AFTER THE USE OF 
Pitrurrary Extract. 


Dr. Germ Espent records (Miinchener Medizin- 
ische Woch.) this mishap in a human patient. The 
pituitary extract known as “ Pituglandol” was 
given subcutaneously on account of weakness in the 
labour pains, the dose given being 1-1 c.c. 

The labour pains did not strengthen; and an 
hour-and-a-half later, as parturition had not 
advanced the same dose was repeated. Five 
minutes later violent labour pains set in, and caused 
a rupture of the uterus.—Mwunchener Tier. Woch. 


[I am not aware that this accident has followed 
the use of any pituitary extract in veterinary practice. 
That it has occurred in the human subject is a fact 
worthy of remembrance—for the drug has yet been 
comparatively so little used upon animals that no 
one is entitled to call it free from danger.—Transl.] 


W. R. C. 


New Process of Producing Salt. - 


On the invitation of the International Salt Co., Ltd., 
158, Bisho te, London, E.C., a representative of the 
Meat Trades’ Jow nal paid a special visit to Belfast and 
the Carrickfergus works of the company on Saturday 
last to witness a demonstration of the “Tee” salt 
process. 

Since mankind turned from a wandering to a settled 
life the ar ggg | of salt has been the most important 
of industries. In recent times inland African negro 
tribes have been known to prize salt above gold. Mungo 
Park related that some negroes had a way of referrin 
to an extremely wealthy man as one who “seasons all 
his food with salt,” the most extravagant form of luxury 
they could conceive. The rarity and dearness of salt in 
ancient times were due to difticulties of manufacture. 
With the progress of science and civilisation, the manu- 
facture of salt has grown in importance. At Hayling 
Island, near Portsmouth, and at a later period at Sal- 
terns, on the western shore of Langston Harbour the 
manufacture of salt from sea water was carried on long 
before the Conquest ; but the brine pits of Cheshire, 
Worcester, and Durham are worked so well and econo- 
mically that sea salt making has long been an unprofit- 
able occupation in this country. In the early ’seventies 
Dr. Mond embarked his little capital in acquiring the 
English rights in the Belgian Solvay ammonia soda pro- 
cess. He was joined by his friend, Mr. J. T, Brunner, 
and the two partners erected their works over the 
Cheshire salt deposits. After a trying and anxious time 
during the first year, when it is said everything that 
could explode exploded, and everything that could break 
broke, the process was improved, and success followed. 
There came later the electrical method of splitting 
common salt immediately into sodium and pm 
adopted by ae pagan and Bird, at Middlewich, and 
which has proved a commercial success. 

Although the old method of evaporating the brine is 
the simplest process, it is by far the most expensive 
method of production ; consequently an invention that 
successfully takes the rock salt direct from the mine, 
eliminates all the impurities, and delivers into the ware- 
house an anhydrous salt ready for immediate sale at a 
fraction of the cost of the ordinary process—performing 
all this in an hour and a half, as against two to three 
weeks for the finer o_ by the brine process—is an 
invention that may fitly be described as “revolutionary.” 


The process invented by Mr. Harry Tee, and perfected 
by the International Salt Co., Ltd., is another example 
of the effect of modern science when applied to ancient 
methods. 

The “Tee” process refines by fire. Rock salt fuses at 
a temperature of about 1750° Fahr. Its impurities have 
afar higher fusion point. This difference in melting 
temperatures renders it therefore theoretically possible 
to separate pure salt from the clay, iron, ete. with 
which it is associated. Many attempts have been made 
in this direction, but without success. From experi- 
ments made in the laboratory, it occurred to the inven- 
tor that agitation might have a beneficial effect by 
releasing the impurities held in suspension in the molten 
salt. This was effected by blowing air through the 
molten salt. A great improvement in the colour was at 
once noticed, but there was still an insufficient separa- 
tion of the heavier impurities. After further experi- 
ment the salt was maintained in a molten but quiescent 
condition after “ blowing” with a view to permitting the 
foreign matter to settle out by virtue of its greater den- 
sity. It was then found, when the solidified mass was 
turned out of its crucible, that the whole of the earthy 
impurities had been deposited at the bottom of the 
vessel in a distinct stratum, the separation showing a 
clean cut line, the mass above it consisting of pure white 
salt of the highest quality. 

It remained to perfect the plant for dealing with large 
quantities, and to procure a greatly increased yield of 
salt per ton of coal. Both these desiderata have been 
successfully overcome, and after about two years of 
costly experimental work the process has been perfected, 
— is being operated at the works upon an industrial 
scale. 

Melted in large gas or oil fired furnaces, the liquefied 
salt, after passing through a series of settling chambers, 
emerges into large cauldrons, where, by a simple 
mechanical process, it is rapidly crystallised, and 
delivered to the screens in a warm state, any grade and 
quality of absolutely pure, dry salt being produced at 
will in a few minutes. This new salt has been aptly 
registered under the name of “ Alsalt,” and the Company 
make special points of the sterilisation and purity of the 
salt, and of its containing no added ingredients what- 
ever. The saving in fuel may be characterised as 
amazing. Whereas by the old method a ton of coal 
produced about two tons of salt, the new “Tee ” process, 
with the same amount of fuel, produces about twelve 
tons of finished purified salt. The situation on the 
shores of Belfast Lough is most advantageous and 
accessible. The reserve of rock salt is unlimited.— Meat 
Trades’ Journal. 


The Treatment of Horses inthe Recent Army 
Manceuvres. 


We wish to call the attention of the authorities at 
the War Office to the condition of the horses which 
came through the recent army manceuvres. Some of 
these horses were seen by the Editor of Zhe Animals’ 
Guardian in the Horse Market at Brussels and on the 
wharves at Antwerp. Zhe Daily Telegraph in October 
contained numerous advertisements of sales of horses 
fresh from the manceuvres, which might have been re- 
tained in the service, or certainly disposed of in the 
country. They bore most evident signs of very hard 
tinental market. These were mainly horses supplied by 
contractors, but from information which has reached 
us from Woolwich, the condition of the army horses 
proper, which had been returned there at the end of the 
operations, was such as to arouse indignation 
astonishment among many army men. They have been 
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described to us as “ wrecks” and “clothes-horses.” The 
British Army costs the British public many millions of 
money in the course of the year. Who are the trans- 
t officers responsible for the proper feeding and care 
of these animals on the line of march and in the opera- 
tions which were carried on during the eariy autumn? 
We hear a great deal about the increasing efficiency of 
the army. Well, we accept it; but what about the 
horses? Who is responsible for them? We should not 
be at all surprised if some pretty significant questions 
were asked when Parliament reassembles concerning 
this serious state of affairs.—-7he Animals’ Guardian. 


Ireland and Cattle Disease. 


The Irish Department of Agriculture has been in- 
formed by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries that 
51 Irish cattle, which had recently been brought on to 
ths farm of Mr. 8S. H. Weston, at Westham, East Sussex, 
on which there has been an outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease, have been examined, and that no evidence of 
the disease has been found among them. 


The Milk Question again. 

“You are charged with selling adulterated milk,” said 
the istrate. 

“So I understand, your worship. I plead not guilty.” 

“ But the testimony shows that your milk is 25 per 
cent. water.” 

“Then it must be high-grade milk. If your worshi 
will look up the word milk in your dictionary you will 
find that it consists of from 80 to 90 per cent. of water. 
I'd ought to have sold it as cream.” 


Royal Veterinary College Annual Dinner. 


The annual dinner teok place at “The Trocadero,” on 
Friday evening, 14th inst., Principal Sir John M‘Fad- 

n in the chair, supported by Professors Macqueen, 
Shave, and Wooldridge, with visitors : Messrs. H. A. 
MacCormack (Central V. Society), and G. J. Harvey, 
late G.V.S., Cyprus. The company numbered just under 
90. After the dinner—which was judiciously selected 
and, as usual there, well done—Sir John gave “The 
King,” which was loyally honoured, and with “per- 
mission to smoke” the musical programme was com- 
menced. Songs were given by Messrs. R. M. Bamford, 
T. H. Lockley Turner, A. G. Lalor, and T. J. Dixon, 
backed by Messrs. Harry Hall and George Blackmore. 
Musically, Mr. F. H. Stainton’s violin solos were an 
easy first, and were vigorously encored, as, indeed, 
were the other contributions. Mr. R. H. Lucas 
proposed “The College,” and took the opportunity 
of airing some of the students’ grievances—none of 
them serious, some of them fancied rather than real. 
Professor Wooldridge, in replying, referred to one of 
them—a lack of enthusiasm on the athletic side—and 
pointed out that while some of the students might feel 
that they could ill spare the time, athletics, judiciously 
used, are a healthy and necessary tonic, and often sent 
the man back to his studies with a clearer brain and a 
freshened grip of his work. Prof. Shave proposed “The 
Chairman” in the caly suitable terms, and Sir John 
replied —. “The Visitors” was given by Mr. W. J. 

Connell. Mr. G. J. Harvey, in reply, complimented 
the students on the style and tone of that night’s dinner 
as compared with his student days; and Mr. Mac- 
Cormack, who also replied, recalled the time when their 
annual dinner was held at “The Horseshoe.” He also 
advised the students, as soon as they obtained their 
diploma, o the National Society, preferably 
through a local Society—the Central he would say—and 
pointed out the undeniable advantage of the member- 


- both to themselves and to the profession as a 
whole. 
Prof. Macqueen gave a well-deserved toast not on the 


a ty inner Committee, with the Hon. 
.. Mr. E. E. Jelbart. He, too, complimented the 
students on-the whole tone of the function and com- 
it with earlier experiences, when “ the atmosphere 
ad been too thick for him, and he had given up attend- 
ing them for some years.” The evening was a success, 
and the appearance of the contingent present gave 
romise of maintaining the prestige of our oldest school 
or another generation of veterinary surgeons. 


Dinner to Mr. Robertson. 


The esteem in which Mr. William Robertson, 
M.R.C.V.S., is held by citizens and farmers alike was 
evidenced on Saturday evening, October 25th, when he 
was entertained at a complimentary dinner at Stein- 
mann’s Hotel, Grahamstown, by a gathering which Dr. 
Drury described as consisting of “farmers, doctors, and 
oddments.” 

Mr. T. T. Hoole presided. The company, numbering 
over 60, included the Mayor, Dr. Griffiths, Dr. R. T. Harri- 


son, Prof. Williams, Dr. Drury, Dr. Duerden, Prof. 
Bowles, Colonel Greener, Dr. Canon Wyche, and 
Prof. Schwarz. 


After the loyal toasts, 

Dr. Drury, in the unavoidable absence of Dr. Saun- 
ders, proposed the health of the guest of the evening. 
Dr. Drury said Mr. Robertson ranked very high in the 
class of men who worked. If one tried to sum up all 
one knew of Mr. Robertson, he would say he was a hog 
for work. He came from a place north of the Tweed 
where the people went in for low living and high think- 
ing. (Laughter.) Ever since he came to Grahamstown 
he had been characterised by his hard working. They 
were sorry when he left for the north, but he (Dr. Drury) 
did not know of the return of any prodigal son which 
had been so welcome. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) He 
was a colleague and a friend; a man"of wide reading. 
No one had ever appealed to him in vain for help for 
his dog or any other animal. Speaking as a medical 
man, he was jolly glad he had returned to Grahams- 
town. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Charles Gardner, of Alexandria, supported the 
toast, and said he voiced the feelings of all the farmers 
when he said he offered him a very cordial welcome on 
his return to this part of South Africa. He was their 
a and true friend. As a sportsman he was not to be 

aten, and one always welcomed a visit from him to a 
farm. (Applause.) 

Mr. Robertson, who was cheered on rising to reply, 
stated that within the short space of thirteen months he 
had experienced speeding and parting, and welcoming 
the coming guest. It had been said by a man who had 
travelled very widely through the Union of South 
Africa that there were only two places worth living in— 
one was Capetown, and the other Grahamstown. He 
(Mr. Robertson) had had the pleasure of living in both, 
and he certainly preferred the latter. (Applause.) He 
had been connected with Grahamstown, Upper and 
Lower Albany, Alexandria, and Bedford for nearly six- 
teen years, which was no inconsiderable part of the 
working span of a man’s life. During that time he had 
come mostly in contact with the farming community. 
Sixteen years ago he was mighty green in regard to the 
stock diseases of the district, but during that period he 
had received very much assistance from the farmers, 
and many valuable hints in his work of investigation of 
animal diseases in the Eastern province. He had, more- 
over, always received the utmost kindness and courtesy. 
He did not think he had a single man who had a spite 
against him in his professional capacity. When he went 
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to the Transvaal he felt he was called upon to do so» 
but he soon learnt the difference between the two 
places. It was only when one found himself removed 
from civilization—(oh, oh)—yes, he was seven miles out 
of Pretoria, beyond the sanitary dumping heaps—and 
found farming conditions different and no personal 
comfort that he realised the advantages of Albany. 
There was no part of the country which had made such 
vast strides in the matter of stock and personal com- 
fort as the district he had mentioned. Fifteen years 
ago there were no houses to compare with those now 
built, and so it was with stock. They had probably 
the finest cattle to be found in the Union. He had in- 
quired in England where were the Ayrshires and big 
cattle, and he was told that the men in South Africa 
and the Argentine were buying them, and that South 
Africa had better cattle than were being bred in 
England. Here was a lovely country, an equable 
climate, a splendid rainfall, nothing to trek for, and one 
of the finest labour supplies through the whole of the 
Union. He thanked those present very heartily for 
their welcome to him and trusted the kindly feeling 
existing between the men in the district and himself 
would continue. (Cheers). 

Songs, recitations and anecdotes brought an extremely 
avreeable evening to a close.—Grocott’s Penny Mail. 


The Hunting Memorial Fund. 
Subscriptions Received up to? p.m., Nov. 19th. 


Previously acknowledged 19 19 0 

Mr. J. W. Brownless, Kensington, W. 220 
W. Watts, 23 Lillie Road, S.W. 22 0 

A. Payne, “Cintra,” Weybridge 10 6 
George Urquhart, Derby St., Mayfair 1 10 

A. P. Burgon, Haverhill, Suffolk oe 

H. Smith, Worthing 
Wallis Hoare, Cork $32:0 

J. Carter, 128 Goswell Road, E.C. 
General Smith, Blackheath 3 3 0 
Mr. DellaGana, Southampton 220 
J. Bell, Carlisle 
J.B. Martin, Rochester 

J. A. Lawson, Manchester 

F. Hobday, Kensington 

D. Imrie, Bishopbriggs, Glasgow 220 
£42 10 6 


Bankers: London, City and Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Kensington Branch. 


Tae Late 


Mr. Trevor Spencer writes :—“I should like to tell 
you with what sorrow I received the sad news of the 
death of the revered Editor, and how conscious I am of 
the blank which his loss means to every Member of the 
profession the world over. In my opinién he was one 
of the greatest all round men'who has ever adorned our 
ranks, and itis difficult to believe that his place will 
ever be really filled. This humble word of appreciation 
is somewhat belated, but I have had one hand disabled, 
and that has interfered with my correspondence.” 


GOVERNMENT PuBLiIcATIONs.—Messrs. Wyman and 
Sons (Limited), official sale agents in England and 
Wales for Parliamentary papers and Stationery Office 
publications, have published the following, the price in- 
cluding postage: Foot-and-Mouth Disease in Ireland : 
Report for 1912, 1s. 10d. ; Irish Milk Commission Final 
Report, 8d.; Milk and Cream (No. 2) Circular, 14d. 


PATENT MEDICINES FOR ANIMALS. 
Dear Sir, 

Prof. Hobday and Dr. Lander are to be heartily con- 
gratulated upon the course they are taking with regard to 
patent medicines for animals. It is quite time that some- 
thing was done to enlighten the publicas to the very harmful 
effects some of the terrible concoctions have. 

One very widely advertised specific, to my knowlege, has 
caused the death of several horses and a number of cows, 
besides being the means of an unfortunate cowman losing 
an eye through a drop falling into it while drenching a 
beast. It is so irritating that whenever given to horses it 
has removed nearly all the epithelium from the mouth—to 
say nothing of the pharynx and stomach, and must have 
caused the most excruciating pain. When ‘injected per 
vaginam for the removal of the afterbirth (as recommended 
on the bottle) it has caused severe sloughing of the mucous 
membrane, straining, and sometimes death. 

At my suggestion the R.S.P.C.A. have taken up the 
matter and warned the manufacturers of its irritating 
character. 

One can hardly comprehend—unless one visits the stands 
at our large shows—how it is such mixtures are bought at 
all, but the fact remains that large quantities are so pur- 
chased by a confiding public. 

If Dr. Lander and Prof. Hobday can lessen this evil they 
will have earned the gratitude not only of veterinary sur- 
geons but of every horse !over.— Yours faithfully, 


G. P. Mate. 
Reading, Nov. 18. 


REBATE ON PETROL. 
Sir, 


I am obliged to Mr. B. P. J. Mahony for having so 

promptly taken up the question of a rebate or petrol. 
When a suggestion which concerns our profession is made 
by an individual, it is too often passed over and there is no 
more heard of it. How differently do members of the 
medical profession act. 
- Mr. Mahony’s spirited offer is to be admired, and I 
would gladly take on myself to do as he desires, were it not 
that I consider concerted action by our Societies would 
prove more effectual—especially as I am not sure of its 
being a question for the Law Courts in the sense that Mr. 
Allen’s case was. The latter would depend upon whether 
the rebate to the sister profession was inserted in an Act of 
Parliament to ‘‘ the medical profession,’’? or was merely an 
after concession granted by a Minister of the Crown. 

A consultation could be more conveniently held at a 
general meeting, and as one will be held by the V.M.A. of 
Ireland during this month, let us hope that members will 
make it their special business to attend in large numbers 
and set the petrol ball rolling. —Yours truly, 

Joun Howwanp. 


Athy. Nov. Ist. 


THE UPKEEP OF MOTOR CARS. 


Sir, 

I read Mr. Woods’ letter on “the upkeep of motor cars ’”’ 
with interest. If the cost of repairs to the car is roughly 
£1 per week, is 20% depreciation sufficient to allow? What 
does the item ‘‘ car, chauffeur, and depreciation at 20% per 
annum ’’ mean ? Why put the chauffeur in along with the 


depreciation ?—Yours truly, 
G. Maya. 


Booxs ReEcetvep. 

A Text-Boox or Horsesnorine, by A. Lungwitz, Trans- 

lated from the 10th German Edition by John W, Adams, 

A.B., V.M.D. New Revised Edition. 160 illustrations, 

| 178 pages, 8vo., Cloth, 7/6 net. J. B. Lippincott Company, 
| Publishers, 16 John Street, Adelphi, London. 
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